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These Boots are Made of Chocolate
BY AMIR ALEXANDER
Inkwell staff-writer

Last week, Mars Wrigley premiered a new look for
their iconic M&M mascots. A modern take on their
appearances and personalities.
Red, the browbeating hothead, was toned down
to a sardonic wise-guy. Orange, the squirrely one, is
now actively coping with his anxiety. Brown was left
relatively the same. A girl boss who runs the show and
is probably always the smartest candy-coated morsel in
the bag.
The most drastic change was to Green, most wellknown for being the flamboyant ‘eye-candy’ of the
group. On the official M&M’s website, her bio has
gotten updated to showcase her new rebranding. Now
a supportive, more confident creature. Her design has
also got altered in a way that completely derails the
character: she has Keds on.
Now, this may not seem like a big deal in the grand
scheme of things. There’s a lot more going on in the
world. Who cares what a cartoon piece of candy wears?

However, on Friday, ‘Green M&M’ became a nationwide
trending topic on Twitter.
When Mars Wrigley first premiered these characters,
Green wasn’t just the only M&M who identified as a
woman. She was also the only one in different shoes.
She wore a very 50’s-chic pair of white boots with silver
buckles and big bedazzled ‘Ms’ on the front. These
steppers cemented her role in the group.
In her new bio, Green states, “I’m too busy shining
to throw shade.” However, her new look got scrubbed
of all originality and ‘shine’. A reserved look with no
frills has made her more confident. But what does this
suggest about her prior kicks?
There’s been a long-standing trend where gaudiness is
likened to insecurity and low self-esteem. We see this in
our Sharpay Evans, Elle Woods, and Daphne Blakes of
the world. Green’s boots matter because they contribute
to a larger conversation. They affirm a notion that one
can be both inspirational and ornate.
Green took to Twitter to address her new getup,
stating, “Did my shoes really break the internet?” Going

on to add “I didn’t throw them out” in response to one
user’s upset with the change. With this, a conundrum
is created. On one foot, it seems as if Mars Wrigley is
saying keds=good pumps= unworldly. On the other,
it’s just candy that melts in your mouth and not in your
hand so, what’s the big deal?
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My Experience at Armstrong
BY JABARI GIBBS
Co-Editor-in-Chief

My experience at Georgia Southern has been a
rollercoaster. To begin with, I wasn’t supposed to be
here at Armstrong; originally; I applied to the flagship
campus, but due to an influx of incoming first-year
students, I was placed here on Armstrong and given a
$500 housing grant.
I was infuriated by the situation.I thought, How could
they possibly do this without any repercussions?I was
out for blood, and Georgia Southern was my subject.
I didn’t have a problem with a specific entity of the
university either. My anger was towards the university
as a whole.
You may ask, “Why did you stay ?” Well, I wanted
a sense of independence while also staying in Georgia.
I also liked the idea of being in Savannah; actually, I
loved that idea, and I still do to this day. There was also
the change of scenery, which I needed after my mother
passed away in April of 2020.
Although I was irritated with my situation, I was
astounded by the environment once I came onto the
Armstrong campus. I hadn’t received a tour of the
campus so my move-in day was my first impression.
I walked around and saw all the Georgia Southern
flagpoles and incoming freshman advertisements.
I continued my freshman year with a grudge for the
university, and I was truly unhappy with my situation.
The COVID-19 pandemic did not aid this vexation either,
as I was confined in my dormitory on a small campus
devoid of social activities. I didn’t care about the $500
housing grant given to me; in my mind, I was getting
robbed of my collegiate experience.
My attitude changed once I began my sophomore
year, and with lessened COVID-19 protocols the campus
started to open up. I was already appreciative of the
campus on a surface level, but once I was able to explore
and be freed from the shackles of the pandemic, I was
even more entranced by the environment.
The social aspects of the campus started to open up,
and I was gradually falling for Armstrong. By the end
of my freshman year, I had my mind made; I was going
to Statesboro after my sophomore year. After a couple
of months on Armstrong in my sophomore year, that
sentiment completely changed. I didn’t want to leave
and still don’t want to; I am confident that I will finish my
undergraduate studies here on the Armstrong campus.
I didn’t know that this campus had an identity of its

own for over 75 years before a consolidation by Georgia
Southern ensued. I didn’t know that this campus was
still in transition and was getting lost in the shuffle
due to an over-reliance on the idea of “Well it works
on Statesboro so it should work for Armstrong.” I was
completely unaware of all those dire issues pressing the
campus that I was on. Instead, I was focused on my own
and admittedly mostly unimportant matters.
I didn’t become fully aware of the Armstrong State
culture getting subdued until the “Celebrate Together”
event returned. This event showed me that Georgia
Southern knew that there was a preexisting culture and
that they were trying not to subjugate the culture as
much as possible.
But it will take more than just bringing “Celebrate
Together” back, and I’m sure that they are cognizant of
that. It is essential to acknowledge that consolidation has
effects on Armstrong, but that’s no excuse.
Simply put, I wouldn’t rather attend any other
university or any other campus in the world. I have been
on a rollercoaster that I am grateful and very fortunate to
not have gotten off of.

I have been on a
rollercoaster that
I am grateful and
very fortunate to not
have gotten off of.”
Jabari Gibbs
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ARMSTRONG ORG FAIR
Ardelle Singleton
and Alissa Delucia of
the Student Nursing
Association

Ashley Wheeler,
Kaley Neal, and
Dominique Gunn
of Sigma Gamma
Rho

BY GABRIELLE REILLY
Inkwell staff-writer

The Office of Student Activities
hosted an Organization Fair next to
University Hall here on Armstrong on
January 19th.
Students from different organizations
on campus tabled and provided
information about their group for
students interested in joining.
The event proved to have a great
turnout as students passing by learned
about what Armstrong has to offer
and walked away with flyers from
organizations.
Student Nursing Association, Alpha
Sigma Tau, and Sigma Gamma Rho
were just a few of the organizations
present at the event.
You can view the photo gallery to
check out their tables from the event.

Kaitlyn Geib and Ella
Whitehurst of Alpha
Sigma Tau
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Arts & Entertainment

Benko’s Hopes

for Savannah and Armstrong

BY DUNCAN SLIGH
Editor-in-Chief

The George-Anne Inkwell sat down with Georgia
Southern athletic director Jared Benko on Friday, Jan.
14, and discussed the relationship between the Georgia
Southern athletic department and the community on the
Armstrong campus.
Benko made it clear throughout the conversation
that his department maintains an active interest in
holding NCAA-sponsored events in Savannah, making
them more accessible to members of the Armstrong
community and other members of the Savannah
population.
“I met with the Savannah Sports Council when I first
got here… we wanted to have a midnight madness
event down in Ellis Square, and COVID obviously hit.
I actually filed an application last year to do the same
event… we were going to try to do it the third weekend
of October, and they stopped taking applications,” said
Benko.
The department pursued more than just one aspect of
Savannah’s sporting opportunities. Benko and his team
have explored several different options within the city.
“We also met with the GM of the Enmarket Arena
about having some basketball games down there. Some
of our coaches are also looking at campsand have had
camps… I think you’ll see an expansion down the
road as soon as we can get through COVID, and quite
frankly, we need to continue to expose our coaches to
the Armstrong campus… I’m excited about continuing
to have a presence down there.
While COVID has restricted some opportunities to
connect the athletics between Statesboro and Savannah,
there is also the reality that the infrastructure of Georgia

Southern athletics exists primarily within the Statesboro
campus.
“You have to have a home base, because what
surrounds the sport: You’re going to have academics,
athletic training, strength conditioning and we’re a
very large organization to support our 400 plus student
athletes. So you have to have a home base because
your home base is built around supporting student
athletes academically as well. Our home base is here in
Statesboro.”

Statesboro remains the home base, but there is no
lack of recognition as to what Armstrong’s campus has
accomplished historically, pre-consolidation. Benko
hopes that the upcoming opening of the Armstrong Hall
of Champions will send a message of appreciation to the
Armstrong community and its alumni.
“One: it’s a chance to pay homage to those former
student athletes. And two: really for us it’s a chance
to continue to promote those former student athletes
who were Armstrong student athletes, and now they’re
a part of the Georgia southern family. So I think it’s a
great opportunity just to recognize and highlight those
achievements and accomplishments.”
Benko went further to describe how to recognize the
past while moving the athletic department forward.
“We have tons of traditions, right? Which makes
this place special. But we also fight every day to be
innovative. I personally believe you can do both. I
believe that you can pay homage and pay respect and
honor those that came before you, right? But at the same
standpoint, every day now, as one university with three
campuses, we’re trying to find ways to get better.”
The conversation with Benko ended with him
praising the city of Savannah, as he remains confident
that Georgia Southern athletics will continue to become
more present and more accessible to the members of the
Savannah area.
“We’re going to be present there. It’s not going to
happen overnight, we have to pick and choose what
makes sense. But now that is a big part of our footprint.
We just gotta be strategic with when and where.”
For more information on Georgia Southern athletics,
visit their webpage. Athletic events on the Armstrong
campus can be found on the CRI homepage.
For more coverage on Georgia Southern athletics, visit
the sports section of the George-Anne’s website.

“I think you’ll see an expansion down the road as soon as we
can get through COVID”
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booksmart
review

BY GABRIELLE REILLY
Inkwell staff-writer

Although typically recognized for starring in films,
Olivia Wilde, director of the 2019 film, “Booksmart,” has
reached a new audience with this coming-of-age movie
about two high school students destined to make up for
their four years of no partying, just studying with one
final night of fun.
“Booksmart” was originally released in 2019, but I
didn’t watch the film until two years later when it was
recommended to me by a friend. Based solely on the
recommendation that this was the greatest modern high
school movie ever, my expectations for “Booksmart”
were very high. However, after watching the trailer, the
expectations I gathered of the film from friends were
lowered quite a bit.
I felt as though the trailer doesn’t encapsulate or fully
focus on the film’s true meaning but instead focuses
solely on the sexual nature of one of the main characters.
To me, the film is about the inner workings of student
life and spending your four years of high school trying
to find a good balance between studying and creating
(and maintaining) a social life, and I felt as though that
was only a small part of the trailer.

The movie itself was pretty good. There are so many
dynamics of this movie that contribute to its 96% Rotten
Tomatoes rating. First is the budding friendship between
the main characters, Molly and Amy. Throughout the
film, we see how both girls are uniquely driven- Amy
through her passion for humanities by attending
protests for numerous issues. Also, her initiative to
spend the summer in Botswana and Molly through
her position as class president and her future years at
Yale University- and how both assume this role of the
“empowered female.” It is not difficult to see that their
friendship is at the core of both characters, which is why
their big (verbal) fight scene holds so much weight.
The fight scene specifically was one of the bigger
moments that was so realistic. Because both characters
spent so much time in this idea that grades and studying
were all that mattered, their differences shined when
thrown into a social aspect, causing one to see the other
as selfish or unmotivated without realizing the severity
of the situation.
One aspect that I didn’t expect but truly adored in the
movie was the idea of labels and how they are demeaning
and misrepresentative. For Molly and Amy, their labels
were the brainiacs; and of course, you had characters
presuming the role of the athletes, the thespians, the

cool kids, and the hipsters. One character in particular,
referred to in the movie as “Triple A” is known around
the school for her sexual endevours and it seems as
though this nickname doesn’t bother her. Towards the
end of the movie, we see her character’s vulnerability
when she reveals that her nickname became known for
something extreme. She would inside prefer to be known
by her actual name and who she is as a person- someone
that, just like Molly, worked hard enough to go to Yale.
The concept itself is genius. I think that each of us
at some point debated if we made the right decisions
about where we were committing our time and to what
because maybe we spent too much time in one club or
extracurricular and not enough time doing anything
else; I know I have. I think a film like this was needed
to show that in any situation of life, even as common
as the high school experience, everyone feels regret in
one way or another. The movie gives the audience a
happy ending with friends Molly and Amy and their life
pursuits, but I wish there was a better resolution to this
feeling that we didn’t live the fullest life we could’ve. I
felt that part of the movie just ended, and the conclusion
was “better luck in this next stage of life.”
“Booksmart” is currently streaming on Hulu.

Movie stats

7.2
on IMDB

Budget:

$6 Million
Box office:

$25 Million

Genre:

Director:

LGBTQ+, Comedy

Olivia Wilde
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Disc Golf on Armstrong

Wes Johnson, Georgia Southern Admin
BY AMIR ALEXANDER
Inkwell staff-writer

My experience on Armstrong campus closely
mirrors that of the students in the Nickelodeon series
Zoey 101. Like the students in the show, we have open
access to the beach, pasta-obsessed RAs, and now: a
disc golf team!
Disc golf takes the rules of golf and remixes them. In
the place of golf balls and holes are discs and baskets.
Some may confuse the discs used to play the sport
with a frisbee, although the slightly different plastic
material makes them more optimal for the sport.
“Whammo, is the trademark for the term Frisbee,”
Wes Johnson, the new team coach, advised me. “If
you call it frisbee golf to an avid disc golfer. Don’t be
surprised if they correct you.”
Before I met with Wes, I’d always assumed the sport
was played with the same cheap plastic toy that my
dog obliterates in minutes. When I got to his office, he
set a disc in one of my hands and a frisbee in the other.
“Frisbees are typically lighter, and if you throw it
into a tree it’d probably break,” Wes said. “Whereas
Disc Golf discs are designed to be thrown into trees,

and metal, and all kinds of stuff.”
Last Thursday, I sat down with Wes to discuss
the new course and team. On top of his new role as
coach of the team, he is also currently The Treasurer
and former President of The Savannah Disc Golf
Association and an avid player of six years. “My
wife works in the Recreation Department with Sean
Willett. He’s the one that I worked with in helping get
the course,” he advised me.
Two disc golf courses were established on and
near the Armstrong Campus last semester. The first
is located midway between Pooler and Savannah at
Tom Triplett Park, and the second is right here on the
Armstrong Campus. “We hired a professional disc
golf course designing company to handle everything,”
Wes explained.
“But once the course was put into the ground and
there was student interest in forming a club, I had
already laid the groundwork and both my wife and
Sean knew that I’ve been playing disc golf for a bunch
of years,” he continued. “And I had those ties with
the local community so it was natural for them to ask
me if I’d be willing to step in and help out with the
students.”

Fliers were posted around campus by the club
president, Matt Mahoney. “He is an active student,
and I feel like he has a better voice to get other people
involved. I’m here to help advise and help them
improve.”
Once the team fully forms, they will compete
as a collegiate disc golf team. Other participating
universities will take turns hosting events. “Typically,
they do team rounds or individual rounds,” Wes said.
“The whole team plays together to get the best score
possible.”
The team had their first two meetings this past
week. “If anybody, even if they’ve never held a disc
in their life, if they want to come and try to play, that’s
fine,” Wes beamed. “They’re welcome to email me if
they’re interested. Also, if they want to reach out to
Sean Willett at the Rec Center, he would point them in
the right direction as well.”
The courses are there for any student who’d like to
try their hand at disc golf. Although, I will personally
be using them as a vessel for my continued fantasy of
attending the fictional Pacific Coast Academy.
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Akin
Alaskan
Apex
Apple
Appropriations
Apps
Arts
Atoms
Bees
Begin
Bends
Bent
Beta
Booth
Bumper
Cola
Corpse
Crabs
Darting
Dense
Developmental
Digs
Disperse
Drew

Dryer
Eats
Echo
Effect
Eggs
Else
Enamel
Entrepreneurship
Escort
Estates
Exotic
Faith
Flat
Guns
Gust
Iced
Immoral
Invaded
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Ivory
Lame
Laptops
Lion
Loan
Madly
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Malls
Mango
Meet
Mine
Moss
Neon
Onto
Pale
Paramount
Past
Peas
Peek
Petite
Pillow
Professionalism
Pure
Rang
Rated
Reel
Rein
Rely
Roam
Robe
Sails
Seal

Sign
Softly
Soot
Stranded
Stud
Tattoo
Tests
Thud
Tighter
Tilted
Trek
Trial
Trio
Urge
Used
Visibly

